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So far, we’ve covered the Basic 3-Lens Kit and the best Super Telephoto for new dSLR owners. 
Now, let’s go to the opposite end and look at macro lenses. By definition, a true macro lens offers 
1:1 or greater magnification. In other words, a Canon x0D or DR with sensor dimensions of 22.3 x 
14.9 mm, when using a true macro lens, will be able to photograph a US quarter (24.13mm) to fill 
the frame from left to right (below). There are many lenses sold as macros that can’t meet this test. 

 
With macros, there are a few 
more good choices among 
3rd party lenses. First, let’s 
cover the Canon macro 
lenses including the 60/2.8, 
100/2.8 and 180/3.5. By far, 
the most popular is the 
100/2.8 at just US$600. The 
difference among these three 
lenses, beyond the obvious, 
is working distance. 
Working distance is the 
minimum distance at which 
1:1 magnification is 
achieved. For a Canon 
100/2.8, that distance is 12 
inches. 

 
The Canon EF-S 60/2.8 has a working distance of 3.5” so you have to get up close and personal 
with this lens. While there are pros who like this style of photography, new dSLR owners may feel 
cramped. Also, this is an S lens so it can only be used on x0D and DR bodies which may not be a 
problem for most amateurs. DO NOT confuse this lens for the Canon 50/2.5 which is not a true 
macro because it can only magnify to 1:2 (half size). 
 
The Canon 180/3.5L at ~US$1450 is probably a bit pricey for most new dSLR owners. This lens 
has a working distance of 12” making it useful when longer working distance is needed. Canon 
also offers the MP-E 65/2.8 for about US$1000 but it’s a very specialized, manual focus lens for 
serious macro photographers. While the other Canon macro lenses can be used as a normal lens, 
the MP-E can only focus on close up objects. On the flip side, the MP-E has a magnification ratio 
of 5:1, meaning it can magnify something as much as 5 times life size. 
 
Finally, Canon has recently introduced a 100/2.8L IS using its new Hybrid IS system. Priced at 
about US$1100, this is definitely not an inexpensive lens but it now rates the L-designation and 
employs Canon’s new hybrid IS system. This lens is too new to have yet established a reputation. 
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